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Background and Objective: Artificial intelligence has
brought profound transformations to various aspects of human
life, generating diverse perspectives on its future. One of the
most significantly affected domains is war. This study aims to
provide a precise understanding of the dimensions and
implications of Al on the nature of wars, based on the strategic
documents of NATO, the RAND Corporation, and SIPRI.
Methods: To address the main research question, the study
draws on Carl von Clausewitz's ideas. The content of the
strategic documents from the three aforementioned
organizations was examined and analyzed. The coding
process was conducted using MAXQDA software, followed
by a qualitative content analysis.

Findings: From the perspectives of NATO, RAND, and
SIPRI, all three Clausewitzian indicators of the nature of war
undergo both positive and negative transformations under the
influence of artificial intelligence.

Conclusions: Understanding the impact of artificial
intelligence on the nature of warfare can aid in managing
future conditions and making strategic decisions. These
transformations necessitate a reassessment of military
concepts and strategies, particularly in the realm of Al.
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Extended Abstract

INTRODUCTION

Artificial intelligence (Al) has emerged as a transformative force across
various dimensions of human life and is now regarded as a strategic
imperative for many nations. In the pursuit of technological superiority, states
are making substantial investments in Al through research initiatives,
infrastructure development, and human capital enhancement. However, the
rapid growth of Al has also sparked critical debates surrounding rising social
inequalities, privacy erosion, and significant military implications. Among
the most consequential domains affected by Al is modern warfare, where
autonomous systems, robotics, and algorithmic decision-making are poised
to reshape strategic doctrines and military strategies and redefine
international norms. These advancements present serious ethical challenges,
particularly in delegating life-and-death decisions to machines.

In light of the increasing integration of Al into defense and security sectors,
this study investigates how Al is influencing the fundamental nature of war.
Drawing on Clausewitz’s classic trinity of war—violence, chance, and
politics—the research analyzes official strategic documents from NATO, the
RAND Corporation, and SIPRI. Through qualitative content analysis using
MAXQDA software, the study aims to uncover how these institutions
conceptualize the transformation of war in the age of Al. Given the
exploratory nature of the research, it is conducted without a predefined
hypothesis, allowing inductive insights to emerge from the data.

METHODOLOGY

This study employs a qualitative, analytical-explanatory approach with a
focus on practical application. Using qualitative content analysis, it examines
strategic documents from NATO, RAND, and SIPRI. Relevant texts were
carefully selected and systematically coded using MAXQDA software to
identify key themes and indicators. The coding process was organized
hierarchically to uncover patterns and relationships within the documents.
The analysis is guided by Clausewitz’s theoretical framework to interpret the
content effectively.

RESULT

The analysis of strategic documents from NATO, RAND, and SIPRI reveals
that artificial intelligence significantly transforms all three indicators of
Clausewitz's nature of war: violence, chance, and politics.
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Violence: Al exhibits a dual impact. It enhances precision and deterrence
capabilities while simultaneously lowering the threshold for initiating conflict
and increasing the risks associated with autonomous decision-making.
Chance: Al reduces uncertainty by accelerating decision-making and
improving accuracy. However, it also introduces new vulnerabilities,
including cyber threats and unpredictable autonomous behaviors. Politics: Al
reshapes strategic decision-making processes by enabling faster and data-
driven responses. Nonetheless, it necessitates new governance frameworks to
address emerging ethical and operational challenges.

These findings suggest that Al is reshaping the nature of war across strategic,
technological, psychological, and ethical dimensions—shifting the locus of
conflict from human intention to algorithmic logic.

CONCLUSIONS

This study demonstrates that artificial intelligence is more than just an
additional tool in the arsenal of war—it is a transformative force that
redefines the very essence of war. Based on strategic insights from NATO,
RAND, and SIPRI, the research shows that Al fundamentally alters
Clausewitz’s trinity by transferring decision-making from humans to
algorithms, amplifying data-driven operations, and introducing greater
complexity into the ethical dimensions of conflict.

NATO emphasizes Al’s role in enhancing strategic deterrence and
operational efficiency, while also acknowledging associated risks.

RAND highlights AI’s dual capacity to mitigate threats and create new
security vulnerabilities. SIPRI warns of AI’s destabilizing effects and the
erosion of human accountability in warfare. Together, these perspectives
suggest that Al is steering modern conflict toward a new paradigm marked
by predictive analytics, autonomous systems, and cognitive warfare—
challenging traditional conceptions of strategy, responsibility, and control
in future conflicts.
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