1R} Military Command and Start L

Quarterly Journal Defensive Future Studies

oty W A Orfine 1S58 2645-717

The Effect of Long Rang missions of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Navy on Iran's Geopolitical Weight

Mousa Nazaripour™ |

1. Master's student in Geopolitics, IRl Military Command and Staff University, Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding

Mustafa Qadri Hajat? | “='Nader Shamami?|

Mojtaba Mohammadi*

Author). E-mail: M.nazaripoor@casu.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor of Political Geography, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran. Iran. E-mail:
m.ghaderihajat@modares.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor of Logistics and Support, IRl Military Command and Staff University, Tehran, Iran. E-

mail: n.shamami@casu.ac.ir

4. Master of Defense Management, IRI Military Command and Staff University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
mojtabamohamedikasta@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received:
2024-10-21
Received in
revised form;
2025-1-24
Accepted:
2025-2-18

Published online:

2025-8-23
Keywords:
Navy of the
Islamic Republic
of Iran, Remote
Missions,
Geopolitical
Weight,
Geopolitical
Regions

Objective: The long-range missions of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Navy (IRIN) are considered one of the most fundamental tools for
exerting the country's power and will in various geographical regions.
Therefore, the IRIN, by executing long-range missions and
maintaining a continuous presence in international waters and ports of
countries across different geopolitical regions, has effectively realized
this objective. The aim of this research is to examine the impact of the
long-range missions of the IRIN on Iran's geopolitical weight.
Methods: This applied research employs a descriptive-analytical
method with a mixed approach. Data were collected through both field
and library research methods, and the statistical population consisted
of 50 experts related to the subject. Data analysis was conducted using
the Smart PLS software.

Findings: After analyzing the data obtained from questionnaires and
qualitative data analysis, it was determined that the long-range
missions of the IRIN, with two dimensions—presence in foreign ports
and presence in international waters and oceans—have a significant
impact on Iran's geopolitical weight.

Conclusion: The results of this research indicate that the long-range
missions of the IRIN have a substantial impact on Iran's geopolitical
weight.
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Extended Abstract

INTRODUCTION

Naval missions are not limited to tactical military operations in nearby seas
but must also include the capability to execute missions beyond tactical
operations, considering various regional conditions. These missions may
involve participation in managing crises caused by natural and environmental
factors, engagement in international relations, or combating the smuggling of
goods and humans at sea. Therefore, given the importance of the sea in
acquiring components of power and the missions assigned to any navy, it is
generally expected that the navy will play a significant role in enhancing
national power and the country's geopolitical standing. Thus, the main
guestion of this article and the objective of the researchers is to investigate
the impact of the long-range missions of the IRIN on Iran's geopolitical
weight. This research seeks to answer the question: What impact do the long-
range missions of the IRIN have on lIran's geopolitical weight? This is
important because it helps identify the characteristics of the country's naval
forces, clarifies the geopolitical challenges and vulnerabilities of Iran, and
highlights the vital and fundamental role of maritime power and the strong
presence of the navy in international waters, which can significantly influence
the country's national power.

METHODOLOGY

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method with a mixed
approach (quantitative and qualitative). Data collection was conducted using
a combination of library and field research methods. After gathering
qualitative data through library studies, brainstorming sessions, and expert
interviews, content analysis and factor analysis techniques were used to
analyze the data. This process was carried out in three steps:

1. Categorizing information, including refining, summarizing, and
presenting data.

2. Processing data, including determining the divergence and convergence
of data.

3. Judging and decision-making regarding the data and extracting final
indicators.

Additionally, to quantitatively evaluate the statistical data, a questionnaire
was used with the Smart PLS software for structural equation modeling and
hypothesis testing.
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RESULTS

As shown in the table below, the factor loadings for the dimensions of the
model are greater than 0.5, confirming that the model has strong fit, and none
of the variables will be removed. The t-statistics for the paths are greater than
1.96, and the p-values are less than 0.05 at a 95% confidence level, further
confirming the model's strong fit and the significance of the variables.

Table 1. Factor loadings of dimensions of the model with the
main structure of the remote mission

Significant T- Factor Second order confirmatory factor analysis
level values loads
0.001 46.608 0.905 | The nature of navigation Presence
0.001 35.761 0.921 Mission area and duration Lnorgrelgn
0.001 54.504 0.953 | The geopolitical importance of the Presence
foreign port in the
0.001 47.976 0.946 | The reason for being in a foreign port | open seas
0.001 51.919 0.930 | Presence in foreign ports Distant
0.001 52.065 0.936 . Naval
Presence in the open seas Missions

Based on the table above and the confirmation of the model's paths, it can be
concluded that, from the perspective of the sample population, the long-range
missions of the IRIN have a significant impact on Iran's geopolitical weight.
Therefore, the main hypothesis of the research is confirmed.

A: Analysis of Results for the First Sub-Question:

What is the impact of the presence of IRIN fleet groups in foreign ports on
Iran’s geopolitical weight?

Quantitative analysis of the responses to the questionnaire indicates that the
presence of IRIN fleet groups in foreign ports has a significant impact on
Iran's geopolitical weight, increasing it.

B: Analysis of Results for the Second Sub-Question:

What is the impact of the presence of IRIN fleet groups in international waters
and oceans on Iran's geopolitical weight?

Quantitative analysis of the responses to the questionnaire indicates that the
presence of IRIN fleet groups in international waters and oceans has a
significant impact on Iran's geopolitical weight, increasing it.

C: Analysis of Results for the Main Objective:

What is the impact of the long-range missions of the IRIN on Iran's
geopolitical weight?
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Based on the analysis of the research data, it is concluded that the long-range
missions of the IRIN, with two components—presence in foreign ports and
presence in international waters and oceans—significantly increase Iran's
geopolitical weight.

DISCUSSION and CONCLUSION

The evaluation of the results shows that the execution of long-range
missions by the IRIN, with dimensions of presence in international waters
and foreign ports, has a significant impact on Iran's geopolitical weight. In
the dimension of presence in international waters, the index of
environmental protection missions by the IRIN in the geopolitical region
of North America and NAFTA has the greatest impact. In the dimension
of presence in foreign ports, the index of the IRIN's "Peace and
Friendship" fleet groups in ports of countries in the geopolitical region of
the European Union (America and Europe) has the greatest impact.
Therefore, it can be concluded that the presence of the navy in ports and
waters of geopolitical and geostrategic regions of international power,
along with the expansion of strategic depth and territorial reach in global
waters, demonstrates maritime power and, consequently, enhances
national power in various dimensions such as military, economic, and
security. This increases the country's geopolitical weight, elevates its
geopolitical standing, and enhances its bargaining power and influence on
regional and global equations. Thus, it seems that the scientific and
academic community of the country should analyze the missions of the
IRIN and evaluate their various dimensions from a geopolitical
perspective. In this regard, the following research topics are suggested:

1. Investigating the maritime interactions of countries in the geopolitical
region of the European Union (America and Europe) on the national
power of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

2. Examining the impact of the mission to secure commercial convoys by
the navy on the national power of the Islamic Republic of Iran
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