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geocommunicational challenges and crises for Iran. This research
aims to identify the primary geopolitical challenges the Zangezur
corridor poses to Iran while examining the historical trends of Iran's
Policy in the South Caucasus region.

Methodology: In this qualitative research, a descriptive-analytical
approach was employed while consulting various scientific resources
and expert panels. Additionally, ArcGIS software was utilized for
mapping, and Smart Art tools were used for diagramming.
Findings: The key challenges associated with the Zangezur Corridor
include the rise of ethnic tensions within Iran, the creation of
geographical continuity among the Turkic-speaking member states,
and the increased influence of Turkey in the expansive maritime
region of the Caspian energy trade. Additionally, these developments
may diminish Iran's bargaining power vis-a-vis Turkey and
Azerbaijan in the geopolitical landscapes of the South Caucasus and
Central Asia while potentially excluding Iran from crucial oil and gas
energy corridors extending south and north of the Aras.

Conclusion: The Zangezur Corridor presents a significant
geopolitical challenge that could escalate into a geopolitical crisis for
Iran in various dimensions, including ethnic, geocommunication,
hydro-political, and geo-economic aspects. The study concludes with
recommendations for addressing these challenges.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Objective:

After establishing full control over Karabakh in 2023, Azerbaijan, Turkey,
and Russia sought to launch the Zangezur Corridor to geographically connect
the Turkic world. Azerbaijan's attempt to seize the 44 km border area between
Iran and Armenia has faced strong opposition from Iran, which views the
corridor's potential as a threat to one of its key geo-communication routes to
Europe. Azerbaijan aims to merge the Autonomous Republic of Nakhchivan
with its territory, effectively cutting off Iran's access to the South Caucasus
and Europe, disrupting Armenia's connection with Iran, and putting Iran in a
challenging position. The formation of the Zangezur Corridor poses
significant geo-economic, geopolitical, and geo-communication challenges
for Iran. This research intends to examine Iran's historical role in the South
Caucasus region and answer the question: What are the most significant
geopolitical challenges posed by the launch of the Zangezur Corridor for Iran?

Methodology:

This research employs an applied purpose with a descriptive-analytical
approach rooted in qualitative research. In addition to utilizing library
resources, information was gathered from the expert desk of the Iranian
Defense-Strategic Studies Group. The data analysis is qualitative and based
on logical reasoning and critical thinking. Additionally, ArcGIS software was
used for mapping, and SmartArt was used to create diagrams.

Findings:

Azerbaijan gained strength and attacked Armenia in 2010, reclaiming 20% of
its territory and taking control of more than half of Karabakh. Azerbaijan was
unwilling to sign a ceasefire, believing that Karabakh belonged entirely to
them. The country sought to alter the geopolitical balance in the South
Caucasus and enhance its geopolitical influence in the region. Turkey has
consistently supported Azerbaijan, reflecting the close relations between the
two nations, with Erdogan famously stating, "*We are one soul in two bodies."
In alignment with these developments, the "Organization of Turkic-speaking
Countries" was established in 2009, leading both countries to recognize the
need for a corridor to connect the Turkic world, bolster their geopolitical
weight, and facilitate the transit and transportation of goods. Consequently,
efforts were made to control part of Armenia's Syunik province to establish
this corridor.
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As a result, the Karabakh conflict concluded in 2023, and the region was
cleared of Armenians. However, the issue of the Zangezur Corridor, which
holds considerable importance for Iran, remained contentious. Azerbaijan
aimed to establish this corridor immediately after seizing Karabakh. It is also
notable that Russia supported Azerbaijan in its control over Karabakh and the
Zangezur Corridor. This support was influenced by Armenia's shifting foreign
policy, with Pashinyan indicating that the Russians had turned their backs on
them. The alteration in Russia's stance was largely due to Armenia's westward
alignment in its foreign policy. Thus, discussions regarding the Zangezur
Corridor arose shortly after the Karabakh crisis.

Discussion and Conclusion:

The most critical consequences of this crisis for Iran include:

1. The resolution of the Karabakh conflict has limited Iran's geopolitical
presence north of the Aras River. Iran remains a passive observer of current
developments and will continue to struggle with its diminished security,
economic, and political mechanisms and relations in this region, cultivated
over the past three decades.

2. Turkey and Russia are gradually positioning themselves as strategic
partners in their efforts to diminish American influence in the Caucasus. Their
ultimate goal is to establish spheres of influence throughout the region,
evident in recent conflicts in Syria, Libya, the Mediterranean, and the
Caucasus.

3. The role of America in the Caucasus has substantially diminished since the
2008 war, leaving Georgia to fend for itself. The Azerbaijan-Armenia war
marked an end to significant American intervention in the region, allowing
Russia to return as a mediator while reducing Western influence.

4. The Caspian energy corridor, which attracts interest from Britain and Israel,
is planned to connect Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan to the south of Baku,
continuing to Zangal and then Nakhchivan. Iran risks losing out in this energy
competition.

5. Any energy and railway corridor established along the edges of Iran's
borders will create geopolitical security for the countries and companies
controlling them, imposing a new geopolitical landscape on Iran.
Establishing a new corridor connecting Turkey to Azerbaijan through
Nakhchivan will confront Iran with various geopolitical challenges.
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