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Objective: The purpose of this study was to present the
components of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army's capability

in holding the World Student Games.

Methodology: The research method was a mixed and
exploratory sequential design. The statistical population of the
present study was all the people involved in the structure of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Army, including experts, sports
managers, and veterans involved in the army's sports structure.
The sampling method was a snowball. The statistical sample
was determined according to the theoretical saturation of the
data. The data collection tool was a semi-structured interview,
and a coding technique was used for data analysis. Qualitative
Nvivo data analysis software was used in the qualitative phase,
and in the quantitative phase, Topsis software was used .

Findings: The findings were analyzed in the five factors of
obstacles and problems, solutions, political consequences,
economic consequences, and military consequences. The main
themes were extracted for each question in the qualitative
section, and a questionnaire was made in the section. Some

weighting of these themes was done.

Conclusion: The results of this research can lead the way in
discussing the role and capability of the army in organizing the
World Student Games and the reason for introducing the power
of the country in the region and the world, and this requires

long-term planning and targeting in This has a context.

Cite this article: Shakibirad, A. and Ganji, F. (2025). Presenting the capabilities of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Army in holding the World Student Games.
Defensive Future Studies, 9(35), 169- 197.

DOI: 10.22034/dfsr.2024.2030344.1796

Publisher: IRl Military Command and Staff University



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7964-2844
mailto:a_shakibirad@yahoo.com
mailto:F.ganji@uok.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0105-7274
https://doi.org/10.22034/dfsr.2024.2030344.1796

170 Presenting the capabilities of ... / Shakibirad and Ganji

Extended Abstract

Introduction:

This study aimed to present the components of the capability of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Army to hold the World Student Games. Many large military
sports events are held annually in different parts of the world. Due to the
attractive nature of sports and the great interest of people in watching these
events, the attention of the media, politicians, industrialists, and other national
and international interest groups has been drawn to it; In such a way that these
events have become a suitable tool for attracting the attention of the nations
of the world to the specific geographical location of the host country. Also,
the importance of hosting and holding major international sporting events
such as the Olympic Games, Asian Games, Student Universiade, Military
Olympics, Youth Olympics, World Cup Football Tournaments, and other
major events of this kind is such that many countries have a special look at
these events and are trying to develop a strategic plan, make full investment,
host such events and achieve their political, economic, social and cultural
goals by implementing it. The two variables of inflation and unemployment
rate of countries have also had a negative and significant effect on the sports
performance of countries in the Student Universiade so with the increase in
the inflation rate and unemployment rate of countries, the performance of
these countries has decreased and they have not performed well in the Student
Universiade. In justification of this issue, it should be said that among the
countries that had managed to have a good performance in all the
competitions during the 16 years of holding the competitions (9 periods) was
Australia, whose average inflation during the 16 years was about 3.5%.

Methodology:

The research method was a mixed method and a sequential exploratory
design and was carried out in two consecutive qualitative and quantitative
phases. The statistical population of the present study was all people involved
in the structure of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army, including experts, sports
managers, and veterans involved in the army's sports structure. Sampling was
carried out in a snowball method, which reached theoretical saturation with
10 interviews. In a study that has been carefully guided and in which the
sample selection has been evolutionary and consecutive, the theoretical
saturation point will be reached with about 10 participants, and this number
will probably not exceed 20 people. The research tool was a semi-structured
interview with experts. After obtaining the main codes, the researcher
proceeded to create a questionnaire of components. The questionnaire was
returned to the same people who participated in the qualitative phase, and the
components were compared. In the qualitative part, Envivo version 10
software was used to analyze the data, and in the quantitative part, TOPSIS
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software was used to rank the components. In the qualitative phase, Nvivo
gualitative data analysis software was used, and in the quantitative phase,
TOPSIS software was used.

Finding:

The analysis of the findings was carried out in five factors: obstacles and
problems, solutions, political consequences, economic consequences, and
military consequences. In the qualitative part, the main themes were extracted
for each question, and these themes were weighted by creating a questionnaire
in the quantitative part. The results of this research can be a path-breaker in
discussing the role and capability of the army in holding the World University
Games and can introduce the country's power at the regional and global
levels. This requires long-term planning and goal-setting in this field. The link
between diplomacy and sports is an effective solution that, together, provides
a clearer and more effective horizon for achieving international diplomatic
successes. In the not-so-distant past, hard power and physical force were used
as tools for countries to emerge in the world, and direct military confrontation
was the criterion for countries to excel over their competitors. Today, with
this trend changing, countries are moving towards diplomatic relations and
excellence in other fields, including economic, cultural, sports, and
infrastructure. The discussion of sports in the Olympics has shown that it is
no longer possible to achieve development indicators in a country through
confrontation. Australia fully confirms this in the field of sports in the
Olympics, and politicians in this country confirm that today's sports platform
can lead to the superiority and power of a country. Today, the armies of
countries are not only considered as military forces. The progress of the army
in the fields of science, sports, and technology is considered in other
countries. The army of the Islamic Republic of Iran is no exception to this
rule and must be able to demonstrate its capabilities in major affairs such as
the World Student Games. If the Islamic Republic of Iran Army holds the
World Student Games, in addition to its ability to hold the event, it can display
its other capabilities in all areas, including science, technology, security, and
defense, and introduce itself to the world as an army with expertise in these
areas.

Conclusion:

In general, the purpose of this presentation of the components of the
capabilities of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army in holding the World
Student Games was to identify the capacities, obstacles, and consequences of
this area in a combined manner, so the present study attempted to examine
these issues. The Islamic Republic of Iran Army has high capabilities, and
this is possible, it needs major planning and a long-term and specialized vision
so that it can host the World Student Games in the future.
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