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Objective: the purpose of this research is to "explain the
possible security scenarios of Azerbaijan in relation to Iran™.
Methodology: The current research is a part of exploratory
research in terms of its practical purpose and

Method: The statistical population was determined to be 30
people from top experts, managers and officials of the military
and the country, and faculty members who have research
experience in the field of future studies and are familiar with
the issues of the countries of the Caucasus region. The required
data is combined with environmental scanning, interviews with
experts, and the use of questionnaires to collect and analyze
data

Findings: This research identified 135 effective key factors
and 575 drivers for the future of relations between Iran and
Azerbaijan. After analysis and expert opinion, the findings
were summarized into 17 key factors and 21 driver titles.
Conclusion: By ranking the key factors and drivers based on
the degree of importance and uncertainty, two key
uncertainties were selected. Three scenarios of "integration
with Iran, competition with Iran, and hostilities with Iran" were
visualized and analyzed with probabilities of 73%, 71%, and
45%, respectively.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Objective:

Due to the Eurasian region's strategic importance to major international
actors, Azerbaijan's expanding relations with powers hostile to the Islamic
Republic of Iran, particularly the Zionist regime, across various sectors, and
considering its prominent geopolitical characteristics, have become a
challenge to Islamic Republic of Iran's regional policy. Considering the
increasing likelihood of heightened tensions between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and Iran, this research aims to "explain probable security
scenarios of the Republic of Azerbaijan about the Islamic Republic of Iran™.

Methodology:

The type of research is applied and the research method is descriptive-
analytical. To achieve the research objectives, two expert communities and
the general statistical community (experts and specialists) were utilized. The
expert community consisted of 15 brokers, administrators, and researchers in
the fields of security, intelligence, politics and future research, and military
affairs who are familiar with the issues of the Caucasus countries and the
general statistical population consisted of 30 individuals selected
purposefully until theoretical saturation was reached. Data collection was
conducted using library and field research methods, and data analysis
employed a mixed-methods approach.

Findings:

In this research, after a comprehensive review of the theoretical literature and
interviews with experts, and holding an expert meeting (panel), the 135
effective key factors and 575 drivers of shaping the future of relations
between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Azerbaijan were
identified and After analysis and expert review, 17 key factors and 21 driving
titles were summarized. The impact of each key factor and driver on the
emergence of security threats of the Azerbaijan Republic in its relationship
with the Islamic Republic of Iran, along with the level of associated
"uncertainty,” was determined. By ranking the influential factors based on
importance and uncertainty, and considering expert opinion on the top ten
factors and more than 66.5% percentage in the occurrence of security threats
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of the Republic of Azerbaijan about the Islamic Republic of Iran and two
major uncertainties "convergence with Armenia through passivation and
distancing from lIran's borders " and "convergence and development of
Azerbaijan's relations with the occupying regime of Al-Quds against the
Islamic Republic of Iran™ three scenarios were visualized and analyzed.
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Figure 1: Matrix of probable Security Scenarios of the R. of Azerbaijan about the I.R. of Iran

Discussion and Conclusion:
The first scenario is the independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the

future and "convergence with Iran”, has the highest probability of realization
of "high", with an average score of 7.3 and a 73% probability of occurrence
which is considered the "optimistic" scenario. In this environment, the
security threats of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the Islamic Republic of Iran
are significantly reduced by 76.67%.

The second scenario is called "competition with Iran” and it was mentioned
as an "intermediate" scenario in this research which has a probability of
"high™ realization with an average score of 7.1 with a 71% probability of
realization. In the conditions of this environment, there is a possibility of the
emergence of security threats of the Republic of Azerbaijan against the
Islamic Republic of Iran, and the percentage of occurrence increases by
46.67% according to experts.
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The third scenario, under the title of "conflict with Iran" with a "weak"
probability of realization with an average score of 4.5 and 45% probability of
realization, was named a "pessimistic" scenario in this research, which in the
conditions of this environment, the possibility of the emergence of security
threats of the Republic of Azerbaijan in relation with the Islamic Republic of
Iran will increase significantly, and the percentage of occurrence will increase
by 90.00% according to experts.
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